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Professor Paul Rabinow is Professor of Anthropology at the University of California (Berkeley), 
Director of the Anthropology of the Contemporary Research Collaboratory (ARC), and Director 
of Human Practices for the Synthetic Biology Engineering Research Center (SynBERC).  He has 
a long and outstanding scholarly engagement with issues of biotechnology.  His most current 
research centers on developments in post-genomics and molecular diagnostics and he has 
published several key pieces specifically in the area of developing ethical practices for synthetic 
biology research.  He seeks to invent an analytic framework to understand the issues of bio-
politics and bio-security.   
 
Professor Rabinow is the author of many books including Marking Time: On the Anthropology 
of the Contemporary, A Machine to Make a Future: Biotech Chronicles (with Talia Dan-Cohen), 
Anthropos Today: Reflections on Modern Equipment, The Essential Foucault (with Nikolas 
Rose), and French DNA: Trouble in Purgatory. 



 

 


