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at civility’s edge
ETHICS AND INTOLERANCE

This conversation explores the limits of tolerance. Rather than
focusing on recent events on or off campus, we hope to step
back and examine the enduring questions that underlie the
edge of civility. Among the questions we may consider are: In
which ways are the limits of tolerance fixed and unchangeable?
Or do we manufacture those edges when we refuse to accept
certain differences – of belief, opinion, practices, peoples? If
intolerance is willfully made, which values justify its shape? If
intolerance is more fixed and objective, what can/should we do
about it? When our professions/guild/traditions think about
intolerance, what – and who – do we think about? In an age of
profound compassion and baseless degradation, we must
seriously consider our role in fostering – and controlling –
intolerance. 
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